
Out of this World (Y5/6) Autumn (Cycle 2) National Curriculum
As historians we will be learning about will focus on learning about significant people and 
the impact they have had on our understanding of the universe. For example we will study 
the lives and discoveries of Copernicus, Galileo and Sir Isaac Newton. We will also learn 
about John F. Kennedy and Neil Armstrong and discover the part they played in Man’s 
journey to the stars.

As geographers we will explore geographical skills through the eyes of an astronaut. We 
will use ICT resources to find and utilise aerial images of Earth to identify countries, 
continents, volcanoes, rivers and impact craters

As designers and artists we will be learning all about containers, their purpose and some 
of the materials used to make a range of different examples through investigation. We will 
then be modelling, designing and creating rockets. We will be researching the scientific 
make up of planets and replicate the terrestrial surfaces of the planets through the use of 
shade, tone and texture. We will create a 3D looking sphere using light and dark. The art 
work produced will become some of the scenery in the classrooms. 

As musicians, we will be listening to popular songs about space. We will also talk about 
the reasons why the piece of music might have been composed.

In Computing, we will delve into the world of cryptography and will look at cracking 
codes. We will become familiar with semaphore and Morse code; understand the need for 
private information to be encrypted; encrypt and decrypt messages in simple ciphers in 
addition to developing their understanding of how encryption works on the web. 

In French, we will learn how to talk about animals and describe their movement and 
colour. We will prepare a performance of a short story or song, which we will perform and 
evaluate.

In Discovery RE, our theme will be Prayer and Worship. We will learn about beliefs and 
morals, also ways in which Sikh’s show commitment to God.

Curriculum Drivers

Experiences
Through a mobile planetarium, 
you will be taken on a virtual 
tour of the night sky. From 
finding your way around the sky 
with the naked eye to deep sky 
wonders that can seen with 
binoculars or telescopes. Take 
a look at our own Solar System 
as the planets look through a 
virtual telescope and stars we 
know to have their own planets.

Science
As Scientists we will be studying 
our Earth and beyond, looking at the 
the planets, relative to the Sun in the 
solar system. We will be 
demonstrating that the Earth spins on 
its own axis by tracking the sun 
through shadows. ‘May the force be 
with you’ will form the second part of 
our Science, exploring forces 
including identifying the effects of air 
resistance, that acts between moving 
surfaces. 

PSHE/JIGSAW
As a thoughtful child we 
will: Know the health risks 
of smoking and can tell 
you how tobacco affects 
the lungs, liver and heart. 
We will learn about some 
risks with misusing alcohol, 
including anti-social 
behaviour.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
As a healthy child we will: 
In gymnastics, we will 
develop their knowledge 
and ability to hold a 
balance. Within this, we will 
be able to show control and 
extension when creating 
routines and demonstrating 
fluency from one balance to 
the other.            

ENGLISH/WRITING OPPS
English: We will look at a range 
of poetry, plays, fiction and non 
fiction texts relating to our topic.
We will be reading and writing 
biographies based on Neil 
Armstrong and Tim Peake. 
Through the use of Visual 
Literacy, children will recount their 
experiences in space. 

Three, two, one … BLAST OFF! Exploring space is probably the greatest adventure that 
humankind has ever undertaken. Are we alone? Or is there other life forms out there? 
We will be blasting off on a space adventure to develop our knowledge of the Solar 
System! We will be learning about the Moon, planets and significant individuals including 
Galileo, Newton and Tim Peake. 



Beneath the Tree Tops (Y5/6) Spring (Cycle 2) National Curriculum

As geographers, we will learn about what a rainforest is and where in the world 
they can be located. We will learn about: the rainforest itself including climates, 
weather and the 4 different layers; about deforestation and its impacts on people 
and places; about different plant and animal life that can be found in the 
rainforest and about people that live in rainforests.

As designers and artists, we will study and recreate the work of Andy 
Goldsworthy, who is a British sculptor, photographer and environmentalist. We 
will look at some 3D art work, layering our work to form the layers of the 
rainforest.

As musicians, we will listen to the sounds of the rainforests and allow this to 
form the basis of our own compositions. We will use a range of instruments, with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression, performing in both solo 
and ensemble contexts 

In Computing, we will fuse geometry and art together. We will become familiar 
with the tools and techniques of a vector graphics package; develop an 
understanding of turtle graphics; experiment with the tools available in addition 
to developing some awareness of computer-generated art.

In French, we will learn the names of some vegetables grown in the garden and 
how to say which we like and dislike. Throughout the unit, we will gain a cultural 
understanding of markets in French-speaking countries and how to say what 
they would like to buy in a market. 

In Discovery RE, we will discuss whether religious people lead better lives and 
whether religion has an important influence and inspiration in everyone’s life. We 
will Identify ways in which people show commitment to God.

Curriculum Drivers

EXPERIENCES
At the Botanical Gardens in 
Birmingham, we will be
experiencing an authent ic 
rainforest adventure!  We wil l  
walk straight from experienc ing 
hot and humid tropical 
condit ions into a desert  c l imate 
and observe the changes to 
plants due to the seasons. 
Then, wander down to the 
Alpine Yard and Rock Garden 
to marvel at the beauti ful  f lora 
found on the Tundra.

SCIENCE
As Scientists we will be investigating 
the properties of materials by taking on a
‘festival challenge’. We will be looking 
at the best materials to insulate our 
drinks, package our food as well as 
protecting our ears from the noise by 
finding the best material to make ear 
defenders. We will then be carrying out
a range of investigations into the 
changes that occur to certain materials
when they are heated, cooled and 
mixed with other materials. 

PSHE/JIGSAW
As a thoughtful child we 
will: Describe the different 
roles food can play in 
peoples lives and explain 
how people can develop 
eating problems(disorders) 
relating to body image. We 
will understand how media 
and celebrity culture 
promotes certain body 
types.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
As a healthy child we will: 
In badminton, we will 
develop the ability to grip 
the racquet correctly in 
addition to serving 
effectively. We will aim to 
list all the teaching points of 
an effective serve and be 
able to perform the skill with 
consistency. 

ENGLISH/WRITING OPPS
English: We will look at a range of 
poetry, plays, fiction and non 
fiction texts relating to our topic.
Our writing will be based around 
the ‘Eye of the Wolf’ and the 
‘Jungle Book’ texts as well as 
some non chronolocial reports 
and balanced arguments around 
the effect of deforestation.  

Discover where in the world you’ll find the deadliest beasts, scorpions, ants and 
venomous spiders … perhaps the Vespa Mandarina Japonica is the one that you fear? 
However, with thirteen million hectares of forest being cleared for human use, how long 
until these beats and other animals become extinct? 



Peasants, Princes and Pestilence (Y5/6) Summer (Cycle 2) National Curriculum
As historians and geographers we will: find out where the Black Death 
originated and how it first came to Britain. We will plot on a World map 
where it started and which areas/countries were affected. Through research, 
we will find out the geographical and human factors which caused 1340’s 
London to have one of the fastest growing Black Death infection rates. We 
will look at a range of historical source materials that present information 
about the Flagellants as well as studying a range of historical pictures of 
people from different social classes, making observations and judgements 
about their role and place in society.

As artists and designers we will: make detailed drawings of a knight’s 
armour and headwear, creating own design for a knight’s helmet. We will 
research the rich foods of a king’s banquet and follow recipes to make food 
typical of a king’s feast. 

As musicians, we will explore medieval-inspired lyrics as well as creating 
our own lyrics and rap. 

In Computing, we will research examples of art gallery architecture, before 
creating their own virtual gallery to exhibit their own artwork. This unit will 
also enable the us to understand the work of architects, designers and 
engineers working in 3D. 

In French, we will understand different modes of transport in French and 
say how they get to school. We will learn the names of some towns in 
France and say some phrases about the weather. 

In Discovery RE, we will explore what Islam teaches about life after death 
and whether belief in Akhirah (life after death) help Muslims lead good lives.

Curriculum Drivers

EXPERIENCES
During a visit to a local 
castle, we will experience a 
major military stronghold, a 
royal palace, and an 
inspiration to writers and 
artists. Learning with be 
taken outside of the 
classroom to cover a wide 
range of curriculum subjects.

SCIENCE
As Scientists we will begin by 
dissecting a flower and exploring the 
fascinating world of flowering plant 
reproduction. Having watched some 
online footage of insect and 
amphibian lifecycles, we will create 
our own life cycle illustrations for 
display. We will research to find out 
the gestation periods of a range of
animals (including humans) and how they 
change throughout their years. 

PSHE/JIGSAW
As a thoughtful child we 
will: Understand how some 
diseases are spread and 
can be controlled. We will
identify responsibilities 
that we have for our own 
health and others, also 
develop simple skills to 
help prevent diseases 
spreading.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
As a healthy child we will: 
In handball, we will be able to 
catch and throw to a target 
consistently in isolation. We 
will be able to catch and 
throw consistently in a 
conditioned game scenario 
whilst being able to show 
sportsmanship within 
independent and team 
activities. 

ENGLISH/WRITING OPPS
English: We will look at a range 
of poetry, plays, fiction and non 
fiction texts relating to our topic. 
We will write own first-hand 
account describing the horrors of 
the Black Death. We will write our 
own persuasive speech from the 
point of view of King Richard.

Flee your fields, close your doors and pull up the drawbridge: the dreaded and 
deathly ‘Great Pestilence’ is here! Mount your steed and gallop through the dark 
and deadly world of the 14th century Britain, sword and shield at the ready, 
pledging your allegiance to king and country! 


