
Perspectives of War (Y5/6) Autumn (Cycle 1) National Curriculum
As historians we will be learning about life during both World War One and World War Two. 
We will be trying to see it through children’s eyes in Britain and in Europe and the impact it had 
on them and their families. We will be studying the use of propaganda in war time Britain and 
Germany. We will also study about the Holocaust and the terms ‘prejudice’ and ‘discrimination’.  

As geographers we will learn about the Blitz bombings and how they affected Birmingham. 
These places will be located on maps and we will consider why these places were targeted and 
bombed. We will also find places on evacuation labels and see where children were sent. 

As artists and designers, we will be studying the use of wartime posters and slogans and 
creating our own versions of propaganda posters. We will also look at art work depicting a 
child’s view of the war. We will be designing and making our own Anderson shelters and build a 
real life Anderson shelter in the school grounds. We will also research about rationing and 
ingredients used in cooking. We will explore and re-create food eaten at that time.

As musicians we will be learning popular wartime songs and performing those during our class 
assembly. We will also be learning a Jewish song written for when friends part. We will also be 
listening to a range of ‘war time’ sounds and thinking about how they make us feel. 

In Computing, we will become game developers.  We will be able to program and create 
original artwork and sound for our game; design and create an algorithm for a computer 
program, which uses sequence, selection, repetition and variables; detect and debug errors in 
our computer game in addition to using interactive development techniques to improve our 
game.

In French, we will look at French speaking countries around the world, as well as learning to 
introduce ourselves and our families. Counting to 10 will be another focus, which we will 
incorporate into our daily routine.

In Discovery RE, we will learn about practices and ways of life including values and 
commitments. We will Identify a Sikh place of worship and the 5KS as well as comparing the 
different ways Sikhs put religion into practice. Also, we will share the Christmas Story and learn 
that Christians believe that Jesus is God Incarnate, which means God in the flesh.

Curriculum Drivers

Experiences
We will be experiencing an 
‘evacuation’ near the 
beginning of our topic, as 
well as visiting RAF Cosford 
to experience what the war 
was like during the Blitz. As 
part of our home learning, 
we will be building replica 
World War 1 trenches.

Science
As Scientists we will be using 
motors, switches, bulbs and 
buzzers to create circuits, 
investigating the effect that the 
number or bulbs or length of 
wires has on the components. 
Reflection and refraction will form 
part of our light topic, learning 
about how light travels and how 
the human eye sees things.

PSHE/JIGSAW
As a thoughtful child we 
will: Understand our rights 
and responsibilities as a 
British Citizen and a member 
of our school as well as facing 
new challenges positively and 
setting personal goals. We will 
learn to make choices about 
behaviour and understand 
about rewards and 
consequences.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
As a healthy child we will: 
In tag rugby, children will 
learn to select appropriate 
actions in a team game, pass 
the ball with increasing 
control under pressure, 
create and use space, in 
addition to creating and 
varying tactics to support 
their team in games.

ENGLISH/WRITING OPPS
English: We will look at a range of 
poetry, plays, fiction and non 
fiction texts relating to our topic.
‘Rose Blanche’ and ‘Letters from 
the Lighthouse’ are just two of the 
books we will study. Writing will 
include a recount from the 
trenches in WW1 and opportunity 
to imitate, innovate and invent 
their own topic themed poems. 

A siren sounds, a building crumbles, a Spitfire zooms overhead. Take cover! It’s 
1939 and Britain is at war. Deep down in the Anderson shelter, learn why
nations are fighting and why child evacuees must make the long journey from 
their homes and families into unknown territory. How does this compare to 
modern day wars?



Natural Disasters (Y5/6) Spring (Cycle 1) National Curriculum
As historians, we will be learning about natural disasters that have occurred in the 
past, compare and contrast the causes and what was put in place to prevent them 
reoccurring. We will research factual information and discover the most famous in 
their ‘field’ (e.g. earthquakes – Haitii).

As geographers, we will learn about physical geography, including: climate zones, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes. We will look at the cause and impact of 
earthquakes, hurricanes/tsunamis, floods, volcanic eruption and landslide dams. We 
will use a range of sources, including the web, to find how major cities in a developed 
country could be disastrously affected by a hurricane. Also we will look at the 
aftermath and how international aid supports such events. 

As designers and artists we will be creative by exploring ideas becoming proficient 
in drawing, painting also applying craft and design techniques. We will investigate 
and create our own mini tornado.

As musicians, we will be learning to appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians.

In Computing, we will become web developers, creating our own website. In 
researching our pages, we will use search technologies, and become more expert in 
doing so effectively. We will learn about the algorithms search engines use to select 
and rank results. 

In French, we will be learning body parts, as well as singing ‘heads, shoulders knees
and toes’. We will be learning to say different colours and finish off by drawing 
monsters to incorporate our learning from this term. 

In Discovery RE, we will be studying Hinduism, learning about the ‘Supreme God(s), 
whose qualities and forms are represented by the multitude of deities which emanate 
him. We will discuss how Brahman can be everywhere and in everything.

Curriculum Drivers

EXPERIENCES
We will be walking around 
the Wreakin, which is a hill in 
Shropshire, made of very 
ancient ‘Uriconian’ volcanic 
rocks. Through the power of 
the World Wide Web, we will 
be experiencing a range of 
natural disatsers, from floods 
to tsunamis, volcanoes to 
hurricanes. 

SCIENCE
As Scientists we will become 
‘Classification Connoisseurs’ by 
discovering Linnaeus’ classic 
system, in our ‘living things and 
their habitats’ topic. Our training 
culminates in the design of our 
own new creatures that fit within 
Linnaeus’ system. We will also 
be learning about evolution and 
inheritance by completing the 
‘game of survival’. 

PSHE/JIGSAW
As a thoughtful child we 
will: communicate and learn
about different cultures as 
well as identifying and 
suggesting ways to 
encourage and support 
young people here and 
abroad. We will discuss 
ways in which we could do 
this  e.g. sponsorship.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
As a healthy child we will: 
Within multi-skills, we will display 
an understanding of fair play, 
working well with others and 
leading a medium sized group. 
We will aim to field, defend and 
attack tactically by anticipating 
the direction of play.  We will 
utilise new skills in competitive 
situations, as an individual or 
part of a team. 

ENGLISH/WRITING OPPS
English: We will look at a range of 
poetry, plays, fiction and non 
fiction texts relating to our topic.
We will be writing explanation 
texts based on some significant 
natural disasters, as well as some 
fictional writing based around 
the pocture book ‘Escape from 
Pompeii’, by Christina Bali.

Horrendous hurricanes, fearsome floods, vicious volcanoes and frightening famine. We 
will act as Environmental Protection Agency members to help plan, prepare, protect, 
respond and recover during and after these natural disasters. 



Festivals (Y5/6) Summer (Cycle 1) National Curriculum
As historians and geographers, we will be studying the ancient Mayan 
civilisation and especially its cultural and musical traditions. In Geography, we 
will be developing our map skills further and studying the human and physical 
geography of Mexico. We will be looking at a range of religious festivals 
including Diwali and Holi, how they are celebrated and the traditions that come 
alongside them. 

As artists and designers we will be researching and designing masks based on 
the ‘Day of the Dead’ celebration. These will be showcased as part of our 
festival event. We will be sampling some Mexican food, as well as creating our 
own menu to produce a Mexican meal.  

As musicians we will be identifying and exploring the relationship between 
sounds and how music reflects different meanings within the context of Mexico 
and modern art. 

In Computing, we will become familiar with blogging as a medium and a genre 
of writing. We will create and develop a sequence of blog posts based around 
our topic, to incorporate additional media; comment on the posts of others and 
develop a critical, reflective view of a range of media, including text.

In French, we will be learning the language relating to celebrations of special 
occasions. Also, we will learn to say the name of the month in which we 
celebrate our birthdays. We will play well-known party games and add to our 
repertoire of games to play in French. 

In Discovery RE, we will Identify how significant it is for Christians to believe 
God intended Jesus to die. We will discuss that Christians believe Jesus came 
back to life, three days after his death on the cross. 

Curriculum Drivers

EXPERIENCES
We will be planning and 
taking part in our own, Edgar 
Stammers Primary 
Academy, festival. This will 
will be held on our school 
grounds and incorportae a 
range of activities and 
performaces, such as a live 
band, food tasting and live 
dance shows. 

SCIENCE
As Scientists we will be 
learning about the circulatory 
system and the important role 
that the heart plays. We will 
discover the true impact (both 
visible and hidden) of diet, 
exercise and lifestyle on the 
human body as well as explore 
the truths and myths about the 
effects of drugs and alcohol.

PSHE/JIGSAW
As a thoughtful child we 
will: Describe dreams and 
goals in cultures different 
to ours and understand 
that we need money to 
help achieve our dreams. 
We will identify a range of 
ways to communicate and 
learn from someone in a 
different culture.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
As a healthy child we will: 
Within hockey, we will use 
running, jumping, throwing, and 
catching in isolation and in 
combination. We will use 
different running techniques for 
long and short distances, in 
addition to comparing our 
performances with previous 
ones and demonstrate 
improvement to achieve our 
personal best. 

ENGLISH/WRITING OPPS
English: We will look at a range 
of poetry, plays, fiction and non 
fiction texts relating to our topic.
We will be writing our own 
narrative quest stories as well as 
writing information reports about
Mexico. Following our festival 
event, we will be writing a 
newspaper report to document 
the event. 

Get ready to explore festivals from around the world! From Glastonbury to Mexico, we 
will concoct fruit cocktails, provide street food, singing, dancing and local bands from the 
community at our very own music festival! 


