
Waves of Intervention for Maths 
 

Wave 1 
Quality first teaching means the vast majority of pupils will make good progress. Practice in school indicates that the progress of all pupils is tracked and pupil progress data 
is analysed on a regular basis. Analysis of progress data will identify the pupils who are falling below expectations and are below national age- related norms. Teaching staff 

make judgements on whether some focused support and adaptations to teaching at Wave 1 will be sufficient to enable pupils to get back on track. It is important that 
hearing and eyesight are checked and excluded as the reason for lack of progress. Adaptations might mean additional time working with a teaching assistant on a literacy 

area using differentiated resources. Part of this process is gathering information to understand the reasons why the pupil is having difficulty. 
 

Wave 2 
These interventions are designed for pupils with the potential to ‘catch up’ and reach age- related norms by the end of the programme delivery. Pupils who are assessed as 

unlikely to ‘catch up’ with age-related norms are unlikely to benefit from a Wave 2 intervention. Data, such as national curriculum levels (including sub levels) and 
standardised test results, are often the most appropriate way of selecting pupils for additional provision. 

School have planned for this provision based on pupil needs and recorded it on a provision map. 
 

Precision teaching could be used as a strategy to teach many areas with pupils find tricky such as number bonds.  

Number Shark 
Addresses many difficulties that lead to 
pupils disliking maths such as poor short 

term memory, sequencing skills and 
attention span.  

Maths target groups 
A number of resources could be 

used here such as Numicon, 
Springboard, Rapid Maths and 

number games.  

Sandwell Maths Intervention 
Pupils are assessed and complete a 

range of personalised lessons to ‘catch 
up’ to their chronological age.  

Fast Maths 
Rapid Recall of Number Facts for all 

4 operations. Targeted for their 
individual/group need.  

Wave 3 
Pupils with significant needs require a more structured and intensive programme that is tailored to their specific difficulties. Wave 3 is therefore based on Assessment for 

Learning principles and usually delivered as a one to one programme by a teacher/teaching assistant who has undertaken some additional training. Aspects of Wave 3 
intervention include regular input, (little and often). The aim of Wave 3 intervention is to reduce the gap between the pupil and their peers and hopefully support them to 

reach the target level for their age. We know that there is an optimum time to intervene, and early intervention is recommended. 

IEP targets  EP initial consultations EP observations 

 


